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FOR YOUR SAFETY 

1. LIFE VESTS 

All passengers in the canoe must wear life vests. Abide by all safety and 
navigational rules for boating on navigational waters. 

2. SHIP TRAFFIC 

Make way for lake freighters. If you see a freighter, move to the shore away 
from a bend or a bridge. The current from the bow or stern propellers of a lake 
freighter can capsize a small ~oat or draw it into the side of the ship. If the 
ship sounds five or more whistle blasts, move to shore immediately. 

3. PARKING AND ACCESS 

Parking is available at all access sites. The upstream access point is the DEC 
Harlem Road Access Site, located on Harlem Road between Clinton Street 
and Mineral Springs Road. The downstream access point is the DEC Ohio 
Street Access Site located on Ohio Street between Chicago and Louisiana 
Streets. Please lock your car. 

To take a shorter trip or to leave the Trail, use the midpoint access site 
provided by the City of Buffalo. The site is located at the South Buffalo Pump 
Station of the Buffalo Sewer Authority, located downstream of the Bailey 
Avenue Bridge (see Site 18). Please park only where indicated. 

Enter and leave the Trail only at these three sites. 

4. TRESPASSING 

Do not trespass on shore; the shore of the River is. private property. Do not 
travel beyond the DEC Harlem Road Access Site. The area upstream from the 
Harlem Road Access Site is not part of this Trail. 

5. REFRESHMENTS 

Bring food and water with you. 

6. TRASH 

If you carry it in, carry it out! Please do not leave trash at the access sites or 
along the Trail. 

7. DISTANCE AND TIME 

The Trail is six miles long and takes about four hours to complete one way. 
Time required depends on your expertise, your direction, and weather 
conditions. On a windy day, the trip will take longer. The wind usually blows 
upstream. 
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USING THiS GUIDE 

Welcome to the Department of Environmental Conservation's Urban Canoe 
Trail. This Trail is designed to combine a pleasant outdoor experience with an 
opportunity to see a part of Buffalo that is too often overlooked. From the Trail, you 
can see historical, environmental, and industrial sites that are not visible from any 
other location. We hope you enjoy your trip and return frequently. 

Every effort has been made to provide accurate information about the sites. 
However, both natural and man-made changes along the River may make 
information obsolete quickly. We apologize for any mistakes. Please contact the DEC 
if you identify an error. 

The Buffalo River Urban Canoe Trail is a self-guided experience. This Guide 
identifies and describes items of interest along the Trail. Each site is numbered in 
the Guide. A corresponding number may be found on a piling or bulkhead at the 
site itself. Unfortunately, not all sites have numbered markers, and other markers 
may be missing due to vandalism. Please use this Guide to situate yourself. 

The Guide refers to the "left" and "right" side of the River. These directions 
assume that you are facing downstream, headed toward the Ohio Street Access Site 
and the lower section of the Buffalo River. 

Points of interest include sites that are significant either ecologically or 
historically. Other sites, especially bridges, will help you locate yourself in relation to 
city streets. Ecologically significant sites include marshes and bird colonies as well as 
sewer facilities and areas targeted for remediation. Historic sites include IroqUOiS 
settlements and many examples of Buffalo's industrial heritage. You may find that 
the Buffalo River is much more active than you realized! 
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Consent Order and related scope of work was negotiated by DEC with Buffalo Color's 
parent company in 1993. When it is implemented, the remedial action will prevent 
over eight thousand pounds per year of toxic pollutants from migrating into the 
Buffalo River. Construction is expected to start in 1995 and the cost is estimated at 
approximately $10 million. 

Site 3D-Donner Hanna Coke 

Notice the warehouse on your left, with the "August Feine and Sons" sign on 
its roof. In 1917 on this site, Donner Hanna Coke began its process of cooking coal in 
the absence of air to make coke, a fuel used in steel manufacturing. From its very 
first year, the company was not only making coke for the local steel industry; it was 
also recovering thousands of tons of useful products from the waste gases produced 
in the coke-making process. Initially, the untreated wastewater was discharged to the 
River, contributing to the pollution problem. However, in the early 1960s, 
wastewater was treated before being discharged. 

The coke plant shut down in 1982 and was demolished a few years later. 

Site 31-The Twin Bridges: Conrail Bridge and the 
Norfolk Southern Bridge 

The first bridge at this site is the Conrail Bridge. This double-track bridge 
carries most of the trains that cross the Buffalo River. The Buffalo Creek Railroad, a 
local railroad, built this bridge to connect their train yards, which were located south 
of the River, to other yards north of the River. The Buffalo Creek line switched 
trains for the many grain elevators and flour mills along the River. 

Today, this line and the bridge are part of Conrail. The bridge is used by a 
number of railroads. It carries most of Conrail's 50 daily trains and about ten trains 
run daily by Norfolk Southern Railroad. Several other railroads-including the 
Buffalo and Pittsburgh and the Delaware and Hudson-also use this bridge to switch 
cars between their yards. These short sWitching trains may total 75 trains per day. 

The second twin bridge is the Norfolk Southern Bridge. This bridge was built 
in the early 1900s by the New York, Chicago and St. Louis Railroad, better known as 
the Nickel Plate. This bridge was part of the railroad's mainline track from 
Cleveland to Buffalo~ The Nickel Plate merged with the Norfolk and Western 
Railroad, which is now part of the Norfolk Southern Railroad. The Norfolk 
Southern Railroad closed this bridge in the raised position around 1988. Norfolk 
Southern trains now cross the Buffalo River on the adjacent Conrail Bridge. 

Site 32-Hobo Jungle 

Thousands of unemployed people lived here on your left in makeshift shacks 
during the Great Depression of the 19305. People hopped on or off the railroad cars 
as they slowed to turn onto the railroad bridges. 

Page 25 



URBAN CANOE TRAIL GUIDE
 

Hobo Jungle residents fished the River for food, probably with poor luck. 
Pollution studies show that, in the 1930s, the River contained very little dissolved 
oxygen during the warm months of the year, making it difficult to sustain a fish 
population. 

Buffalo tolerated Hobo Jungle for a few years, but the Buffalo Police 
Department finally asked the vagrants to leave. 

The concrete abutment downstream on your right is the foot of Smith Street. 

Site 33-Conrail Bridge 

If you travel upstream from Lake Erie, this is the first railroad bridge crossing 
the Buffalo River. New York Central Railroad built it in 1927 to replace an earlier 
span. During the early 1900s, Buffalo railroads expanded or rebuilt their facilities to 
handle increasing traffic and heavier, larger steam engines .and railroad cars. 

This bridge is a lift bridge-notice the large counterweight. Counterweights 
balance the bridge and allow a relatively small motor to raise it. This bridge was part 
of the New York Central mainline from New York City to Chicago. It originally 
carried two tracks, but now has only one. 

The bridge became part of Conrail in 1976. Conrail usually has about 50 trains 
crossing the Buffalo River daily. During peak times, however, there may be as many 
as 80 trains daily. Most of Conrail's trains use the Conrail Bridge at Site 31, the Twin 
Bridges, although this bridge is also used regularly. 

Two daily Amtrak trains use this bridge, distinguishing it as the only bridge 
that carries passenger trains across the Buffalo River. 

Site 34-Airco Industrial Gases 

On your right downstream from the bridge, you can see Airco Industrial 
Gases. Airco Industrial Gases separates atmospheric air into its components to 
produce oxygen, nitrogen, and argon. Airco, now owned by the British firm BOC, 
has operated in the Buffalo area since the 1920s. It moved to this site in 1964 after 
Hanna Furnace moved out Hanna Furnace produced pig iron, a crude iron that is a 
direct product of a blast furnace and is usually refined further. 

The original air separation plant was built in 1964 to supply oxygen to the 
blast furnaces of lac.al.steel mills. A one-mile-long pipeline once connected Airco 
directly to the Republic Steel plant formerly located upstream (see Site 28). In the 
1980s, in response to the decline of the local steel industry, Airco changed its focus. 
In 1992, an advanced $25 million air separation plant was completed; the old plant 
'1':'5 torn down. The present facility, one of Aireo's newest, ean store up to 60 
lllmion cubic feet of nitrogen and 36 million cubic feet of oxygen. 

The new plant emphasizes production of liquid oxygen, nitrogen, and argon. 
Oxygen and nitrogen liquefy at -300° F, and both chemicals are shipped as liquids, 
not as gases. Nitrogen is used as a freezing agent by food manufacturers. Nitrogen 
can aLc;o be used in environmental spill control tasks, to clean smoke stack 
emissions, and to treat polluted water. Oxygen, which is also used in pollution 
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control, is delivered to area hospitals as breathing oxygen. Argon is an inert gas used 
in light bulbs and industrial radio vacuum tubes. 

Site 35-Concrete Central Elevator 

On your left, you can see Concrete Central. The Eastern Grain Mill & Elevator 
Corp. and the Central Elevator Corporation built Concrete Central (named for the 
concrete used in its construction) between 1915 and 1917. Upon completion, it was a 
quarter of a mile long with a capacity of 4.5 million bushels-the largest grain 
elevator in the world at the time. 

It was also the only elevator that could simultaneously unload three lake 
freighters while loading canal boats and railroad cars. Two freighters could be 
unloaded at the main marine towers; the third could be unloaded at the large 
concrete tower, called a transfer tower, that stands separately at the downstream end 
of the structure. At both ends of the elevator near ground level, you can see 
remnants of the iron loading spouts that were used to fill canal boats destined for 
the Erie Canal or the Welland Canal. The prominent black structure on top of the 
elevator is the scale house where all the grain was weighed. The silos are 100 feet tall 
and eight inches thick. 

Concrete Central closed in 1972. The City of Buffalo foreclosed for back taxes 
in 1973. This is the only elevator owned by the city; the rest remain privately owned. 
The cost to tear down such a huge and well-built structure has, so far, prevented 
demolition. Meanwhile, various reuses have been suggested, including an 
industrial heritage museum, a flour milling museum, and a restaurant and hotel 
complex. The Akron Hilton at Quaker Square in Akron, Ohio is adapted from a 
grain elevator and cereal mill. 

Site 36-Cargill-Superior Elevator 

The Cargill-Superior, commonly known as Cargill-S, is further downstream 
on your left. It was designed by Alfred E. Baxter of A. E. Baxter Engineering, a Buffalo 
firm that, in 1898, was the first to specialize in grain elevator and flour mill 
construction. Baxter used the "sliding" or "slip form" method of pouring concrete, 
which allows an elevator to be structurally complete within days. When Cargill-S 
was completed in 1915, it was hailed as a model of the modern fire-proof elevator. 
Reducing the risk of fire was important because grain dust can be highly explosive 
under confined conditions. 

The original elevator was built at the downstream (western) end of this site in 
1915. Additions were built in 1923 and 1925. Behind the large, flat concrete walls at 
the west end, Cargill-S kept machinery to clean and dry grain. The tall black towers 
on the railroad tracks along the dock are known as marine towers. They hOl"'fe the 
equipment necessary for unloading ships, including the marine leg-a stru~ture 

that extends from the tower into the hold of the ship and lifts the grain into tn~;> 

elevator by means of a conveyor belt with buckets. 
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