
River Academy

Enroll in an exploration of  
our extraordinary 

Niagara River.

Niagara Moves Us
Niagara Inspires Us

Niagara Teaches Us

RIVERKEEPER’S Riverwatch Program provides 
residents of the region with an opportunity to 
serve as watchdogs for the health of 
our local waterways.  

Students of the River Academy seek to 
increase their understanding of our human 
impact upon the Niagara River watershed.  

Name: ___________________________
Address: _________________________

Phone: ___________________________
Email: ___________________________

How did you hear about us?
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________

City: ________________ St: ____ Zip: _______

Payment 

Payment Type:  Credit or Check 
checks payable to Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper

Credit Card Info: 
Name:__________________________________________________
Street Address: _________________________________________
Card Number:___________________________________________
Exp. Date:_________  CSC#:________
_
Full Program: $150/ semester
Tuition waived for ECC students. 

Restricted income scholarships available 

.

Single Course: $50/ Class (non-refundable)

Course Titles:__________________________________
 _______________________________________________

Robbyn Drake
Riverwatch Director

1250 Niagara St.
Buffalo, NY 14213

Tel: 716-852-7483 x 12
Fax: 716-885-0765

Please fill out
and return to:

1250 Niagara St.
Buffalo, NY 14213

Tel: 716-852-7483x12
Fax: 716-885-0765

www.bnriverkeeper.org

Registration Form

Buffalo Niagara RIVERKEEPER®

RIVERKEEPER® leads Buffalo Niagara’s efforts to 
safeguard our water for present and future generations. 
Current RIVERKEEPER® projects include:

• Buffalo River Remedial Action Plan coordination and river 
sediment cleanup.
• Riverwatch volunteer watchdog network and hotline.
• Water quality monitoring on Niagara River and tributaries.
• Coordination of Cayuga Creek Watershed Restoration.
• Promotion and installation of Rain Barrels, Rain Gardens and 
Green Rooftops.
• River Tours of local waterways by foot, bike and boat.
•Restoration of waterfront habitat on public and private lands.
• Biannual Shoreline Sweep, a cleanup covering up to 45 sites 
across the watershed.
• Planning of Greenway habitat & recreation corridors on 
Niagara River and tributaries.
• Planning and advocacy for sewer system improvements in the 
Niagara watershed.



What is River Academy ?
RIVERKEEPER’s  River Academy provides an 
opportunity for members of the Niagara River watershed 
community to complete training in stream science, 
watershed management and riparian restoration.  Academy 
students will learn through a series of rigorous, field-
oriented class sessions as well as hands-on restoration 
workshops on three degraded Niagara River tributaries.
  

River Academy is held in partnership with Erie County 
Community College, so both course credit and PD hours are 
available to participating students.  All students will receive a 
certificate of completion upon finishing the course.

River Academy will be held on Thursday mornings at the 
ECC North campus and Saturday mornings at the Riverkeeper 
office and field trip locations.  Courses will run every week 
from January 20 - May 14, 2011.  Students not seeking course 
credit will have the option of  attending only Saturday sessions.

Simply fill out the information on the flap of this brochure and 
mail to Buffalo Niagara RIVERKEEPER, or register online at 
www.bnriverkeeper.org.  River Academy tuition is $150 for the 
full one-semester program.  Tuition per course is $50. Tuitions 
are waived for students of Erie Community College, who may 
register for class credit under PHY 120/121, Section 7. 
Scholarships are available for restricted income individuals.    

Can I receive course credit or Professional 
Development hours for participating?

How do I sign up for River Academy?

River Academy Courses - Spring 2011

Where and when are courses held??

1250 Niagara St. Buffalo, NY 14213  |  716-852-7483 x 12  |  www.bnriverkeeper.org

1. Municipal Sewage Management - WWTP Tour
 • sewage management in WNY 
 • Buffalo Sewer Authority tour –Squaw Island Plant

2. Green Infrastructure and Stormwater Modeling
 • introduction to stormwater
 • stormwater runoff in the Niagara watershed 
 • sediment control regulations
 • creative solutions to stormwater runoff 
     contamination and flooding
 • stormwater modeling

3. Niagara River Watershed Hydrology 
 • groundwater
 • stream dynamics
 • ponds and lakes
 • human influence on hydrology 
 • unique hydrology of the Great Lakes

4. Historic Contamination of 
   Niagara River Waterways
 • case study – Buffalo River Remedial Action Plan  
    (RAP)
 • historic contamination in WNY – the big picture
 • tour of toxic sites in WNY – including site 
     interpretation and discussion

5. Innovative Habitat Monitoring with GIS
 • importance of project monitoring
 • introduction to GIS in habitat monitoring
 • innovative habitat monitoring software for 
     handheld devices
 • stationary monitoring devices

6. Stream Assessment 
 • introduction to stream assessment
 • stream assessment parameters
 • chemical parameters
 • physical parameters
 • ecological parameters
 • field trip

 

             

 

7. Macroinvertebrates of the Niagara River Watershed 
 • introduction to macroinvertebrates
 • local macroinvertebrate identification 
 • field trip
  
8. Native and Invasive Plant Species in 
    Riparian Environments
 • introduction to local aquatic and riparian habitats
 • native aquatic plants
 • native terrestrial plants
 • invasive plant species

9. Restoration Workshop: Buffalo River 
 • introduction to restoration project planning
 • exploration of site and projects to be completed
 • project implementation

10. Shoreline Sweep Project Leadership 
 • environmental community service 
     opportunities in WNY
 • recruiting and leading Shoreline Sweep teams at  
     local waterway sites

11. Buffalo River Tree Planting with 
    South Park High School
 • history of Bailey Peninsula/ Old Bailey Woods sites
 • participate in Riverkeeper/ South Park High School  
     student event;  tree planting and invasive removal
 • assist in directing and teaching students
 •assist with setup and breakdown

12. Fishes of the Niagara River Watershed
 • introduction to ichthyology
 • fish survival in the Great Lakes 
 • Great Lakes native and invasive species 
 • field trip

13. Seneca Bluffs Restoration Planting 
 • site history, project phases and current plans
 • participate in Riverkeeper planting event
 • assist with setup and breakdowns
   

 


